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Fondren, Diaz, Risner, and Contreras 

Place in 14th Annual McGraw Hill Poster Contest 

 
First-Place Winner, Skylar Fondren 

 
On 6 May, for the fourteenth time, community judges and NTCC honors students converged 
on the foyer of the Whatley Center for the Performing Arts at NTCC for an annual poster 
contest.  The scholarly competition was enabled again by generous grants, from Jerald and 
Mary Lou Mowery of Mount Vernon, and the McGraw-Hill Education Corporation—
through the special work of Casey Slaght who works in the corporate office in Iowa.    
 
“This will be close!”—
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West Side of the Foyer during the 2022 Contest 

 
Skylar Fondren, recent winner of a 2022 Britt Poster Award at the Great Plains Honors 
Council, ranked first in the contest, and won $400 in cash.  Fondren’s story of the emergence 
of a news desert in Northeast Texas appealed to local concerns. But at the same time, her 
research addressed a national discussion concerning changes in journalism spearheaded by a 
2014 book by Mitchell Stevens, published by Columbia University Press. Fondren disagreed 
with the assessment of Stevens that access to news,2014
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not new; making that new system based on the need for self-fulfillment work in romance, 
however, is unlikely.  The greatest novelists of romance could not conceive it. 

 
 
The particular élan of the contest, and the opportunities presented for student growth arise 
each year because of the quality of the judges.  This year, Andrea Reyes of Hughes Springs 
again served as adjudicator and judge, Elaine Beason, Suzy Boatner, Lisa Ellermann, Ed 
Florey, Dr. Wayne Renning, and Bryan Trickey judged from Mount Pleasant.  Dr. Shirley 
Clay
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Honors Website: Applications, and 
Award-Winning Essays, Films, Poems, and 
Vodcasts on Northeast Texas: 
www.ntcc.edu/honors 
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/ntcc.edu 
 

 
PO Box 1307 
Mount Pleasant, TX 
75456


